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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARY 
LANDRIEU, a Senator from the State of 
Louisiana. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord God, whose love up-

holds and sustains us, thank You for 
revealing Yourself to us through the 
faithfulness of the people we see each 
day. Today, we think of our Senators 
who labor for liberty. Thank You for 
their dedication. Thank You, also, for 
our doorkeepers, who use exceptional 
diplomacy to assist the visitors who 
seek to view the legislative process. 
Thank You for our Senate pages, who 
remind us that we can excel in serving 
even in life’s morning and that You are 
honored by youthful enthusiasm. 

We express our gratitude for the 
many staffers who serve with unsung 
heroism behind the scenes. Bless all 
who serve You faithfully and whose 
work helps make our lives meaningful. 

Lord, we pause this morning to re-
member our friend and colleague, Sen-
ator CRAIG THOMAS. Console us, console 
his family, and console his staff during 
this time of grief. We pray all this in 
Your comforting Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MARY LANDRIEU led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, June 5, 2007. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARY LANDRIEU, a 
Senator from the State of Louisiana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. LANDRIEU thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
a visitor to the rodeo in Cheyenne, WY, 
just last summer would have seen a 
strong, confident, 73-year-old man 
holding the reins under a cowboy hat 
riding past the grandstand with a 
smile. A few weeks earlier, visitors to 
rustic Cody, WY, would have seen the 
same tough cowboy riding down Sheri-
dan Avenue in the Cody Stampede Pa-
rade. Just a few days ago, a tourist 
here in Washington, getting an early 
start on the monuments, could have 
seen CRAIG LYLE THOMAS racing off 395 
near the 14th Street Bridge in another 
kind of Mustang on his way to the Cap-
itol for a hard day’s work. 

In recent years, CRAIG THOMAS led an 
effort here in the Senate to honor the 
deeds and the spirit of the American 
cowboy, and his very full American life 
came to a sad end last night. We, his 
friends and colleagues, remember him 
as the modern-day embodiment of the 
cowboy ideals he celebrated and loved. 

He was raised on a ranch just outside 
Cody, the rodeo capital of the world, in 
the Big Horn Basin, a windy town in 

the northwest corner of the Cowboy 
State. He grew up in the shadow of 
Heart Mountain to the north and 
Carter Mountain to the south and 
under the memory of Cody’s founder, 
William Frederick Cody, known to his-
tory and to schoolchildren from Butte 
to Boston as Buffalo Bill. 

He was a humble man with an adven-
turous spirit from a lonely corner of 
the country who put his family, his 
country, and his State above all else. 
He served as a marine from 1955 to 1959, 
retiring as a captain. He married a 
woman with a generous heart. My wife 
Elaine is a good friend of Susan’s, and 
one of the joys of Elaine’s time in the 
last few years was being invited out to 
Susan’s school to speak to her stu-
dents. 

CRAIG was the proud father of four 
children—Lexie, Patrick, Gregg, and 
Peter—who today mourn their father’s 
death. 

CRAIG was as much at home on horse-
back, roping, and ranching, as he was 
in a committee hearing room. How 
many times he must have daydreamed 
about being back home, out of a suit, 
with a rope in his hand and a steer in 
his sights. 

CRAIG had served in public office 22 
years when he fell ill at a church serv-
ice with Susan last November in Cas-
per. Shortly after that, the people of 
Wyoming elected him to his third term 
in the Senate, with 70 percent of the 
vote. A born fighter, CRAIG’s doctors 
said he would be back here in January. 
He beat their predictions by a month. 
He was here in December. CRAIG suf-
fered quietly over the last half year, as 
all of us hoped for the best. It wasn’t to 
be. 

Every year, CRAIG pressed for a day 
that would memorialize the iconic sta-
tus of the cowboy in American history, 
a day that honored their courage, hard 
work, honesty, and grit. I can think of 
no better way of honoring that spirit 
than by honoring this man who em-
bodied it to the fullest. By his devotion 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:40 Jun 06, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05JN6.000 S05JNPT1ba
jo

hn
so

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7018 June 5, 2007 
to family, country, constituents, and 
friends, CRAIG LYLE THOMAS showed us 
what it means to be an American. He 
embodied the best ideals of a Wyoming 
cowboy and made the Senate and those 
who had the privilege of knowing him 
far better for it. 

We mourn with Susan, CRAIG’s chil-
dren, and CRAIG’s staff here in the Sen-
ate. We honor them today, too, for 
their model of professionalism and car-
ing concern they have shown over the 
last difficult months. We will miss 
CRAIG terribly, his calm toughness, his 
drive, and his cowboy spirit, but we are 
consoled by the thought that he will 
ride again, restored in body and flash-
ing a smile as he goes. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I appre-
ciate the remarks of my distinguished 
counterpart. I think his words convey 
how we feel about CRAIG THOMAS. 

Madam President, we hear it often 
said that this is a Senate family, and it 
is times such as these when we do real-
ize we are a family, a very small family 
of just 100—99 today. 

I can remember early last December 
I called and talked to CRAIG in the hos-
pital, and he said: I am getting better. 
And he was. He did get better. It just 
didn’t last, and we all feel so bad about 
that. 

I remember CRAIG THOMAS for his 
legislative efforts. Wyoming, like Ne-
vada, is a public land State. Wyoming 
has a lot of public land issues dealing 
with Federal agencies. I see his col-
league here, MIKE ENZI, and I can re-
member working with them on an issue 
which, to most people, seemed like not 
much, but to the two Senators from 
Wyoming and to the Senator from Ne-
vada, it meant a lot. We were dealing 
with a place called Martin’s Cove, and 
even Senators from Utah were called in 
to see if we could resolve this, and we 
were able to resolve it eventually. But 
CRAIG was really tough when it came 
to public lands issues. 

I can remember, as can Lula, whom 
we all know, CRAIG THOMAS’ persist-
ence on a piece of legislation on an 
issue dealing with the potash of a min-
ing company in Wyoming. He would 
ask us if we had been able to get it 
cleared. If he asked us once, he asked 
us 50 times, and we eventually got it 
cleared. I worked hard on this side for 
that for a couple of reasons: First, it 
was the right thing to do, and second, 
CRAIG wanted it so badly. So we were 
able to work that out. 

I will miss CRAIG THOMAS. CRAIG 
THOMAS was the kind of person with 
whom I liked to deal. He told you how 
he felt—he wanted this done; he didn’t 

want that done. I recognized that he 
was very proud of being a Senator. 

I would have to say, however, that he 
was just as proud of being a marine. 
His Marine Corps service was certainly 
commendable. He was in the Marine 
Corps in the late 1950s, 1955 to 1959. He 
went in as a private and came out as a 
captain. He was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wyoming with a degree in 
agriculture, and that is why he was one 
of the leading experts in the Senate—in 
the Congress, I should say—on agri-
culture and, of course, issues affecting 
rural communities. 

Madam President, I will ask for 
unanimous consent in just a few min-
utes to do away with the votes we had 
scheduled this morning and reschedule 
them for later this afternoon so people 
have the opportunity to come and 
speak about CRAIG. And those who 
aren’t able to come, there will be a 
time set aside where we will recognize 
the service CRAIG THOMAS rendered to 
the State of Wyoming and to the coun-
try. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the previous 
order governing the consideration of 
the immigration legislation be delayed 
until 2:15 p.m. today and the time be-
tween 2:15 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. be divided 
equally between the managers and the 
amendment proponents, with the votes 
occurring beginning at 3:30 p.m., with 
all other provisions of the previous 
order remaining in effect. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to a period of morning 
business until 12:30 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak therein, after Sen-
ator ENZI completes his remarks imme-
diately following mine, for up to 15 
minutes each—Senator ENZI can speak 
for whatever time he feels appro-
priate—that at 12:30 p.m., the Senate 
stand in recess until 2:15 p.m.; that 
upon reconvening, the Senate resume 
consideration of S. 1348, the immigra-
tion legislation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY 
OF SENATOR CRAIG THOMAS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
that the Senate now stand for a mo-
ment of silence in recognition of Sen-
ator CRAIG THOMAS. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(Moment of silence.) 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

that you now recognize Senator ENZI. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, when 
my plane touched down last night, I re-
ceived an e-mail that told of the fate of 
a great man. It was a tremendous sur-
prise to me. I just completed a week in 
Wyoming of explaining to people that 
he even timed his chemotherapy so he 
didn’t have to miss votes, and what a 
tough and strong man he was. 

CRAIG THOMAS was a marine at heart, 
but he was a cowboy in his soul. He was 
quiet, he was focused, he was inde-
pendent, he was hard-working. He 
loved the Senate and he loved the Ma-
rines and he loved his horses. The flags 
have been lowered, and there is a great 
deal of sadness in our hearts today as 
we mourn his loss and celebrate his 
life. I have had a lot of thoughts, but I 
haven’t had a chance to put them to-
gether. They come gushing back, to-
gether with a lot of tears. 

For those of us from Wyoming, CRAIG 
THOMAS was more than just our Sen-
ator. He was our voice in the Senate, 
and he was never one to back off from 
a fight, especially when he was battling 
for two things most dear: what was 
best for Wyoming and what was best 
for America. 

CRAIG had long Wyoming roots, and 
he was very proud of them. He grew up 
in Cody and became friends with Al 
Simpson. Later on the two of them 
would serve together in the Senate. 
After he graduated from the University 
of Wyoming, he immediately began his 
service to the country he loved. He 
joined the Marine Corps. I am con-
vinced that experience helped to shape 
his character and molded his destiny. I 
think his steely resolve and firm will 
took shape during those days that 
helped guide him and prepare him for 
the battles that would come later in 
his political life. 

When CRAIG’s service in the Marine 
Corps was through, he began what was 
to be his life’s work, which was serving 
the people of Wyoming to ensure their 
best interests were taken care of and 
their needs were addressed. 

His first efforts for Wyoming brought 
him to the Wyoming Farm Bureau and 
the Wyoming Rural Electric Associa-
tion. 

He was proud of his service with both 
of these organizations. It kept him ac-
tively involved in issues that meant a 
great deal to him and, more impor-
tantly, it kept him in touch with the 
people of Wyoming and their day-to- 
day problems. It also set him on the 
road to doing anything and everything 
he could to make life easier for his fel-
low citizens in Wyoming. 

I remember the days we served to-
gether in the Wyoming House. I was a 
mayor and had municipal electrical ex-
perience. He was with the rural electric 
association. We worked a lot of elec-
trical bills together at that time. We 
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